Most of us know PEMDAS is the acronym for remembering the order of operations. However, if you still have troubles doing problems involving order of operations because you just can’t seem to get it right, maybe you should try the following. 

Break the problem into blocks, i.e., break a long computational problem into smaller pieces. See the following depiction.

Example: 7 ( 8 – 2(5 + 3) + 4(5)2
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	As you can see, the blocks are separated by the “+” and “–” signs outside the parentheses (not inside the parentheses). From this point, you can proceed with each block simultaneously. Of course, the PEMDAS rule still applies within each block when more than one operation is involved. 




[image: image2.jpg]


